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in the Maldive Islands before the conversion of the Inhabi- Virgia
tatits to Islam. The famous Arab traveller Ibn Batuta
has described the custom and the manner in which it came to a ji
to an end. He was assured by several trustworthy natives, ?[
whose names he gives, that when the people of the islands
were idolaters there appeared to them every month an evil
spirit among the jinn, who came from across the sea in the
likeness of a ship full of burning lamps. The wont of the
inhabitants, as soon as they perceived him, was to take a
young virgin, and, having adorned her, to lead her to a heathen
temple that stood on the shore, with a window looking out
to sea. There they left the damsel for the night, and when
they came back in the morning they found her a maid no
more, and dead. Every month they drew lots, and he upon
whom the lot fell gave up his daughter to the jinnee of the
sea. In time there came to them a Berber named Abu
'Iberecat, who knew the Coran by heart. He lodged in the
house of an old woman of the isle of Mahal. One day,
visiting his hostess, he found that she had gathered her
family about her, and that the women were weeping as if
there were a funeral. On enquiring into the cause of their
distress, he learned that the lot had fallen on the old woman,
and that she had an only daughter, who must be -slain by
the evil jinnee. Abu 'Iberecat said to the old dame, " I will
go this night instead of thy daughter." Now he was quite
beardless. So when the night was come they took him, and
after he had performed his ablutions, they put him in the
temple of idols. He set himself to'recite the Coran ; then
the demon appeared at the window, but the man went on
with his recitation. No sooner was the jinnee within hear-
ing of the holy words than he dived into the sea. When
morning broke, the old woman and her family and the people
of the island came, according to their custom, to carry away
the girl and burn her body. They found the stranger repeat-
ing the Coran, and took him to their king, whose name was
Chenourazah, and made him relate his adventure. The
king was astonished at it. The Berber proposed to the
king that he should embrace Islam. Chenourazah said to
him, " Tarry with us till next month; if thou shalt do what
thou hast done, and shalt escape from the evil jinnee, I will